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Diary dates This week 
  Coming up . . . 
- Monday 27th September Preschool 
parent/teacher meetings 

- Tuesday 28th September Preschool & 
Primary parent/teacher meetings 

- Wednesday 29th September Preschool & 
Primary parent/teacher meetings 

- Thursday 30th September Primary 
parent/teacher meetings 

- Thursday 30th September Kawakawa 
Coffeehouse (online) 

- Friday 1st October Calendar orders due  

- Friday 1st October LAST DAY OF TERM 2 

- Monday 18th October FIRST DAY OF 
TERM 3 

Welcome to the following 
students and their families... 

Nīkau – Archer Pentecost 

Congratulations to . . . 
. . . our High School Deputy Principal 
Hamish and his family on the birth of their 
new daughter Emi. Everyone is doing well! 

Term 4 dates 

 

Monday 18th October –First day of Term 4 

Monday 25th October – Labour day 
(school closed) 

Wednesday 15th December — Term 4 
finishes (at lunchtime after the end of 
year concert) 

Please note that there has been a change 
to the last day of term 4 due to the 
cancelation of the teacher only day in 
lockdown. 

“Establishing peace is the work of education” 
By Zena Kavas — Biology Teacher — High School 

“Preventing conflicts is the work of politics: establishing peace is the work of 
education.” 

Montessori, M. (1992). Education and Peace. Oxford: Clio Press. p. 24. 

This quote seems very apt, given that we celebrated Peace Day last Friday. It was a 
stunning spring day, and it provided an opportunity for the whole school to gather at the 
Waddington Drive campus to share songs, speeches, a flag ceremony and best of all, 
playing with the giant earth ball. It is a reminder to us that while the curriculum and the 
content and the credits are important, there are broader and more holistic purposes of 
education, like establishing peace. We approach this in a range of different ways; directly 
through the curriculum and what we teach, using restorative practices when dealing with 
conflict, participating in a range of activities during reflection, and by modelling 
behaviours which promote peace.  

The New Zealand Curriculum document states “community and participation for the 
common good is associated with values and notions such as peace, citizenship, and 
manaakitanga.” These values are researched and taught in a range of classes and 
situations, including humanities, P.E. and psychology. 
Staff in the school are trained in, and follow restorative practices. These practices place 
high value on building respectful relationships, helping others identify the impact of their 
actions and supporting others to accept responsibility for their actions and to make more 
considered choices in the future. Restorative practices are sometimes seen as the ‘easy 
way out’, often because the perpetrator of the harm is not seen to be punished. 
However, restorative practices are far more effective than punitive practices. All parties 
in the conflict are encouraged to actively listen to what others are saying, to see a 
situation from a different point of view, and to find creative ways to repair the damage 
done to the relationship. The skills learned in the process are vital steps on the path to 
establishing peace.  

Reflection is practiced each week by students, and the benefits are numerous, from 
taking a short break from the constant activity of the school day to arriving at a better 
understanding of oneself and others. Establishing peace must first occur within oneself, 
inner peace, before we can strive towards outer peace, whether in the family, classroom, 
country, or world peace. Reflection allows us to start to recognise the thought processes 
in the mind, and to link these to our behaviours and what is happening around us. It can 
help us to decide to do something differently. Reflection can help us to understand our 
classmates better, and to be more tolerant. 

Kaiako act as role models, demonstrating and encouraging respectful relationships, and 
at the same time open to learning from ākonga, acknowledging that the learning 
relationship is always a two-way relationship. 

Peace Day is a beautiful celebration of peace, and a reminder to us that “establishing 
peace is the work of education.”  

Zena started teaching at Wā Ora in 2018 and teaches Biology to our college students 
and Occupations to our adolescent programme. Previously she worked at Taita 
College for 14 years. Zena loves sharing the wonders of the natural world with 
ākonga and seeing them relate the theory they are learning to real life situations.  
Her personal interests include practicing and teaching yoga, travelling and exploring 
new places and ideas, gardening, reading and tramng/trekking in New Zealand. 
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General General General/Community 
   

Changes to 2021 yearbook orders 
This year and moving forward we will be 
taking orders for the yearbooks online 
through a google form, and payment will 
need to be made before the closing date 
(yet to be confirmed). 
The order form and payment information 
will be sent in Term 4.  The estimated cost 
per copy is $20.00 
IMPORTANT:  if you do not place an 
order and make the payment by the 
closing date you will not receive a 
yearbook. We will not have any spare 
copies. 
 

Parent/Teacher/Student 
Interview links 

Parent teacher interviews for preschool 
and primary (except Kauri) will be held 
this week. If you haven’t already booked, 
please use the link below with the 
applicable event code: 
https://www.schoolinterviews.co.nz/code
?code  

Preschool dqtgd 

Rāta/Pūriri 8tet5 

Tawhai/ 
Tōtara 1 

smeyy 

Tōtara 2  h8w69 

If you require After School Care during 
these interviews, please remember to 
book with the office to allow us time to 
plan staffing accordingly. 

Kawakawa Coffeehouse  

We have had to adapt our Coffee House 
performance this term due to Covid 
restrictions on gatherings. This has 
provided a great opportunity for us to 
think outside the box and try something 
new. This term we will use our collective 
strengths to make a series of short films 
for each of the learning areas. We will 
send you a link to view the entire 
collation on the last day of term for you to 
relax and view at some point of the 
school holidays.  We will have a class 
screening alongside some of our Tāwari 
students on the last day to provide an 
authentic audience experience too. 

 

 
Calendars, sketch pads, diaries, mouse 
mats and card packs with children’s 
artwork/photo are again available for 
purchase. Orders are due back this Friday 
1st October (the last day of this term).  

The order form is again attached to this 
week’s newsletter email and app alert and 
can be printed out, filled in and either 
photographed/scanned and emailed to 
donna@waora.school.nz or dropped into 
the school office. PLEASE NOTE: a 
separate order form is needed for each 
child. If you would like to view your child’s 
artwork, please ask your child’s teacher to 
see the folder which is in the classroom. 
All payment details, prices and info 
needed to order your child’s artwork or a 
photo are also on the order form. 
Payment can be made either at the office 
by cash/ eftpos or online to the school 
bank account no. 12-3209-0438285-00 
with surname and ‘ABACUS’ as reference. 
Prices are as last year: cards $16, 
calendars $14, diaries $18, mouse mats 
$16 and sketch pads $16. 

 

Mental Health Awareness Week 

 
It’s mental health awareness week this 
week and this year’s theme is Take Time 
to Kōrero – a little chat can go a long way. 
For more information and resources, visit 
https://mhaw.nz/. 

Shave for a Cure 

 

One of our Tōtara students, Moyana is doing 
"Shave for a Cure" to raise funds for Blood 
Cancer NZ, and support his Nanna who 
has Multiple Myeloma (an incurable blood 
cancer). 
Moyana will be doing the shave at school 
around the time of the camp. 
If anyone else would like to join him in the 
shave or make a donation, you can do so 
online at: 
https://shaveforacure.co.nz/moyana-
nordstrand 
Thanks for your support! 

Kelly Sports – Fun for girls progamme 
Our aim for our 
Fun for Girls 
Programme is to 

enable the girls to engage with each other in 
a positive and fun environment. 
Encouraging their enthusiasm for physical 
activity and life skills that such involvement 
brings, giving them confidence to join teams 
and sports clubs in the future. 

In term 4 we are covering: Badminton, 
Handball, Frisbee, Beach Cricket, Team 
Building. 
To find out more information and to enrol 
your child head over to our website: 
https://www.kellysports.co.nz/kelly_events/
view/13392  

GKR Karate 

 
GKR Karate classes are back and running 
during school holidays, keep the kids active 
of the house and attend a Free Trial Class. 
Kids 5 years up to adults. To book and for 
more information, contact Sensei Anthony 
on 0277653935. 
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