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	Diary dates
	This week

	
	

	Coming up . . . 
– Monday 19th October BoT/Council meeting 7 pm staffroom
– Wednesday 21st October 1st instalment school accounts due
– Monday 26th October Labour Day holiday —SCHOOL CLOSED
– Tuesday 27th October parent morning tea 9 am Trade Kitchen Naenae
– Wednesday 28th October Year 7 transition evening for parents 7 pm
– Friday 30th October primary athletics 
– Friday 30th October whānau hui 
5.30 pm
Congratulations to . . . 
. . . Nīkau family, Olivia, Dave, Nathanial and Arya Logan, on the birth of their new family member Leo.
Welcome to the following student and her family…
Rewarewa – Caitlyn Hall
Term 4 parent morning tea
[image: Coffee art smiley face, perfect for this summer's day #CoffeeArt  #ButlersChocolates | Happy coffee, Good morning coffee, Coffee latte]Our preschool and primary parent termly morning tea is happening next Tuesday 27th October at 9 a.m. after drop off at Trade School Kitchen, 17 Everest Avenue, Naenae. These morning teas are very relaxed affairs and offer a great chance for new preschool parents to meet up with existing families. Toddlers and babies are welcome. So join us for a relaxed chat and a cuppa and stay for as long or as short as you can manage.
	Let's talk about kai (food)
By Amy Johnson — Kōwhai Head Teacher – Preschool
As the season changes and different fruit and vegetables become more available, there is a real buzz about morning tea in preschool. What kai will be available today? Capsicum? Pears? Cucumber? Grapes? Which will I prepare for my hoa (friends)? 
When we welcome children into our community, one of the first things they learn about is the rituals, the sociability and tikanga around food at school — how we wash our hands, get a placemat, pour a drink of water...these things are grounding, settling and community building. Whether it's in playgroup where children as young as a year old might help prepare and serve themselves fresh scones and fruit, or in preschool where a new 3-year-old might be offered and served cheese and crackers by an older peer, food plays a central role in how we build community. This year I have come to especially appreciate the times of sharing and preparing food together as we have had weeks when we could not always enjoy these activities as freely and safely as a community.
We all know as adults, how lovely it is to get together with hoa (friends) and catch up at a café; or to celebrate something with whānau over a special meal, especially when everyone contributes a little bit of themselves. Who doesn't love a potluck? School events like Matariki are a wonderful example of this. Eating together is fun, enjoyable, and socially bonding. It nourishes our bodies, minds and souls. Throughout the school, even though shared or community lunches can sometimes be a little hectic, and certainly can be learning opportunities in every age group, they do actually bring our classroom communities together in a very unique and amazingly social way. 
Dr. Montessori talked about the importance of these practical life skills. 

To spread out carpets and roll them up after they have been used, to spread a tablecloth for dinner and to fold it up and replace it carefully after the meal is finished, to set the table completely, to eat correctly and afterwards to remove the dishes and wash them, placing each object in its proper place in the cupboard, are tasks which not only require increasing skills but also a gradual development of character because of the patience necessary for their execution and the sense of responsibility for their successful accomplishment. (Montessori, The Discovery of the Child. The Montessori Series. Amsterdam: Montessori-Pierson Publishing Company, 2007. p 64)

And although our children are lucky enough to get these experiences at school, they are not limited to the classroom environment. 
What food rituals and preparation can your children be involved with at home? Clearing and setting a table? Helping to make the salad? Or the dessert? Maybe discuss with your whole whānau and figure out ways your child(ren) could increase their "sense of responsibility" at your meal times, then watch their contribution nourish them physically, emotionally and socially. 
[image: ]Amy joined Wā Ora in 2015 after previously working in Montessori centres in Australia. She holds a Bachelor of Arts (Linguistics), an AMI 3–6 Diploma and a Masters of Education. She loves connecting children with the tools in their environment to discover for themselves their own passion for learning and feels privileged to see them reveal their personality through their interests and actions. In her free time, she enjoys camping and hiking and visiting the beach, skate park and bike tracks with her family.
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	Sport
Photos
Thanks to parents and students who participated in our sports teams/club photos today and for managing some early time slots. A reminder that digital photos can be ordered by emailing arianui.photography@gmail.com (Ariana Christie) for more info.
Touch rugby
We have 39 tamariki playing in 5 teams —AWESOME! Our first game is next Thursday 29th October at Fraser Park if you want to come and support. Skills sessions are on Saturdays from 10 am–11 am at Naenae Park until 28th November and are open to anyone. For any queries or more information contact Anna on tapine.waora.sportsteams@gmail.com.
Congratulations to …
…Eva and Frank Lamb who had success at the recent Central Areas Roller Skating Championships in Palmerston North. Frank placed 1st in Male Novice 1 Figures and Eva placed 1st in Novice 1 Dance, 4th in Novice 1 Figures and 5th in Minis freeskating. Well done to you both!
[image: Image result for no hat no play]Remember sunhats for term four
Please remember that even despite the current inclement weather, our students must wear a sunhat with a wide brim this term when they are outside during school hours, so please help them to remember to pack a hat in their bag.
2020/2021 dates
Please make sure these upcoming dates are in your diary.
Tuesday 17th November (week 6) — Teacher Only Day for area school
Wednesday 9th December (week 9) last day of school (for all sectors)
Monday 1st February 2021 — whole school starts
Monday 8th February — Waitangi Day observance — WHOLE SCHOOL CLOSED
Tuesday 9th February — Teacher only day — WHOLE SCHOOL CLOSED 
Scholastics book orders
Scholastics brochures were given out last week and online orders are due by Monday 9th November (extended order period).
	PTA wheels day
[image: ]Wheels Day will be happening for the preschool and primary on Monday 9th  November (week 5). This is always a much anticipated fun event, so keep your eyes open for more info coming shortly!
Preschool parent teacher interviews
Parent teacher interviews for our preschool classes are scheduled for Monday 2nd –Wednesday 4th November. Please book at https://www.schoolinterviews.co.nz/book/step1?z=TtRxUC using the code en36n. If you will be requiring after school care during your appointment, please remember to book this well in advance, as it does fill up at these times.
Tāwari teacher parent student meetings
Tāwari parent teacher student meetings are scheduled for Tuesday and Wednesday afternoons/evenings this week. If you haven’t already, please book with this link: https://www.schoolinterviews.co.nz/code?code=ts3sy and use the code ts3sy. 
Wā Ora Board of Trustees mid-term election
[image: ]We are seeking to appoint two new trustees to our Board. Accordingly, a mid-term election has been scheduled and we are now calling for nominations. If you are an area school parent with voting rights and would like to put yourself forward as a candidate, please complete the nomination form you have already received by post and return to Wā Ora by next Thursday 29th October. Voting papers will then be posted out on Tuesday 3rd November and must be received at the school office by Tuesday 1st December (postal votes by Sunday 6th December). The votes will be counted on Monday 7th December and results announced Tuesday 8th December.
	Activities/camps accounts
It appears that many families did not receive their activities/camps accounts email at the same time the donations requests were sent at the end of the holidays, therefore these accounts have been re-emailed today. If you have already received your account earlier, we apologise for the repetition and please feel free to delete today’s email.
Parent Resource Library
[image: Image result for parent library]There is a parent library in the office from which caregivers are welcome to borrow books. We have books on Montessori, parenting, discipline, play, dyslexia, language and reading and many other general interest topics. Please talk to the office ladies if you would like to borrow a book.
Has your child outgrown their Wā Ora hoodie?
[bookmark: _GoBack]If your child has outgrown their Wā Ora hoodie, remember you can offer it for sale to other families in our community in the weekly newsletter (email relda@waora.school.nz with info) or place a notice on our school community Facebook page.
Lost property 
[image: Lost Property Role Play Banner] The rack in the corridor near the sick bay is still very full so please check and collect any of your child/ren’s items this week as it will be cleared out this Friday 23rd October.
[image: Kia Ora Whānau]Naenae village market
The Naenae Village Market provides you with fresh fruit and vegetables, soap, plants, candles, art and craft, hangis, fried bread and jams. You will find local buskers singing along the brick paths, Zumba in full swing just under the clock tower and our tamariki activities under the oak tree. Join us every Saturday in Hillary Court, Naenae. 
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