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Coming Up... Spontaneous Science

- Wednesday 9" May 1% Instalment of

By Tara Israelson - Nikau Head Teacher — Preschool
School Accounts Due

| was once asked how we, as Montessori preschool teachers, incorporate science into
our curriculum. I had to think for a moment to figure out how to answer, because it’s
not a simple answer.

- Thursday 10" May Technology Year 7s

- Thursday 10" May Restorative Parent
Education Evening 7.30pm

- Friday 11 May 5.30pm Whanau Hui You see, in our preschool classrooms we don’t have many activities with the sole
Totara Class purpose of investigating a scientific concept. Instead our Montessori curriculum invites
- Monday 14" May Kapa haka 3.40pm the child to engage in what we like to think of as “spontaneous” science - the sensorial

experiences of different concepts in real time, directed by the children. Preschool
children explore the world with their senses and when they make scientific discoveries,
sometimes by accident, we, as teachers, have the privilege of watching the wonder
unfold without having to always explain the science behind what they have experienced.

Totara Class
- Thursday 17" May Technology Year 7s

- Thursday 17" May preschool/primary
Parent Coffee Morning 9am Kiwi Café

. A 3-year old child, who mixes paint at the easel, will discover by accident one day, that
Congratulations to ... Y b Y Y

blue and yellow make green and the next time they choose to paint they may put blue

... Chi Nguyen and Tony Ho and and yellow together again to see if green appears. A child building the Pink Tower may
daughter Quynh-Nhu Ho in Nikau on attempt to build the tower upside down and will watch as it topples due to insufficient
the birth of their new baby daughter support. An attempt may be made again, with a different block at the bottom and the
and sister, born last week. Welcome to | tower may stand, or not. This is how the preschool aged child develops their own

the world®©. working theories about the world and we want to allow these theories to form without

Parent Education Evening a lot of “spoilers”. So, rather than tell the child that blue and yellow make green and

. . then invite them to prove our theory, we wait for the child to figure it out and tell us.
- Restorative Practice -
Having said that, kaiarahi (teachers), do not ignore the science happening around them!
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%%,J%;,“’sllpﬁ ﬁmg&?}‘% " We support children by naming their experiences; a surface can be “rough” or
@4,3;”30 = T L :z%%;‘"' 2 “smooth”. We also ask questions when we can see a child needs help; we might ask,
g.ﬂ’" t ””I K Where do insects like to hide?” when a child is struggling to find them. Children make
§EN s ” " 7 sense of the world through their discoveries and their ability to share them with others.
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This idea is so powerful for young children, that they can work together alongside a
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s$§{.\;§ friend or a teacher and solve a problem, or hypothesize and then experiment to
§'§ determine whether their hypothesis was correct. We listen and we stand back as they
§“$ explore and experiment and we often guide them with questions, as they try to make
Vaak sense of something new they have experienced.

T As children grow older, they refine this technique further, but for our preschool tamariki
10™ MAY 7.30PM it is so important to be given the space to truly explore, try something new, and share
their findings with their community.

Last chance to book for this Through their daily work and play in our Montessori classrooms, these children are
Thursday’s talk. laying the foundation for future scientific study. Not only are they developing working
theories about the world that they will further investigate in primary and secondary
Guest speakers Rich Malta and school, or even in their adult careers, they are also building confidence in themselves as
Greg Jansen explorers, scientists, discoverers and pioneers. Their minds know no limits, their hands

Bring your friends/family along. are their tools, the world is their laboratory.

Tara started her Montessori career in America as an assistant in a classroom in
Boston and went on to gain her AMI diploma in Portland, Oregon. The opportunity to
live and work in a new country and learn about a new culture inspired her to join the
Wa Ora community in 2008 as the Head Teacher in Nikau. Outside of the classroom
she enjoys cooking, fishing, and exploring the New Zealand bush with her son.

Entry by koha.

Light refreshments provided.

Register with the school office.
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Sport /General

Wa Ora Netball

Our teams began their grading matches
this weekend.

Miromiro (Year 7-8s) vs Fergusson 21-0
Miromiro (Year 7-8s) vs Avalon Int 15-1

Wa Ora Basketball
Seniors (Year 11-13s) vs Mana 72-45.

Calling All High School Students!
Childminders Needed

Childminding is offered to parents who
attend the evening Te Reo Maori class on
Mondays during the school term. Upto 9
children attend each week and are
watched by 2 teens, who have been doing
a great job. Because we are heading into
winter and flu season, we are in need of
extra childminders, 15 years old and over.
Childminders will watch the children on a
weekly rotational roster and be available
to cover for any childminders who are
unable to attend. The hours are
Mondays, from 5.25pm to 7.30pm
(sometimes we finish earlier) and the pay
is $22.50 per childminder per week. Two
childminders are rostered on for each
week and will be expected to work as a
team. If you are interested, please email
lillian.pak@gmail.com by Friday 11" May.

Bake Sale on Thursday for SPCA

®
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We are raising money for the SPCA and
having a bake sale in the Piriri garden, at
playtime this Wednesday. We are selling
mint choc cupcakes & choc cupcakes - $2
each; Brownies, fruit salad, salad & choc
chip cookies - $1.50 each; strawberry/
banana smoothies $1-$2. From Josephine,
Kjesten, Sian and Sienna in Pdariri.

Preschool Parents Morning Tea

Come along for a relaxed chat and a catch
up next Thursday, 17" May at 9am after
drop off at Kiwi Café, 802 High Street,
Epuni. These morning teas are very
relaxed affairs. Stay for as long or as
short as you can manage. Younger siblings
are welcome®©

Respect for our Neighbours

Following a double parking incident
involving a caregiver and a neighbour at
the end of last term, we remind you to
drive and park with grace and courtesy on
the neighbouring streets at drop off and
pick up times. Safety for all is the primary
concern, convenience is secondary.
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Dress Code in Preschool

We have started to see backpacks/bags
and gumboots with TV/commercial/
licenced characters arriving at school.
Please remember that our dress code
does NOT allow these images to be at
school in any capacity and items bearing
any such images should be left at home.
To view our school dress code, click here.

Your Montessori Baby Information
Series

Your Montessori Baby

PARENT EDUCATION SERIES

Email dannielle@waora.school.nz to confirm your place

Would you like to learn how to introduce
Montessori elements into your parenting
of your baby or toddler? Come along to
our 4-week series of talks (adults only) to
learn how simple it is to bring Montessori
into your home and the care of your little
ones. This series will run for 4 consecutive
weeks starting on Wednesday, 30" May
from 10.30am to 12noon. The cost will be
$50 for the 4 weeks and numbers will be
limited to ensure a personal and friendly
environment with time for questions and
answers. To reserve your place or ask any
guestions, please email Dannielle King at
dannielle@waora.school.nz.

Scholastics Books

Brochures went home last week and
orders are due back next Monday 14"
May. If you would like to place an order
you can either do this online using your
credit card or you can complete the paper
order form (inside the back page) and
place in the purple box between the
staffroom door and the fish tank. Please
remember NO CASH - cheque only ©

School Photos

These went home with your eldest child
last week®

Entertainment Books

Entertainment books went home last
week with your eldest child. Please either
pay for your book (details on the envelope
in which the book came) or if you do not
require the book, please return to the
school office as soon as possible.

Community

Teen weightlifting — Starting
Strength Programme

Mab is introducing strength and
conditioning specially programmed for
teens aged 13-17. It is a great standalone
strength programme, or to support and
help improve your performance in
school sports. Each session includes a
warm up, weightlifting, accessory work
and stretching. The 8 week series starts
on 15th May and runs to 28th June at a
cost of $25/week. Session times are
Tuesdays and Thursdays 3.45pm -
4.45pm at 58 Victoria Street, Petone.
Click here to sign up.

Children’s Art Exhibition

Hiroshima

"What does a peaceful world look like":
Children and teens are invited to submit
an artwork along this theme. Exhibition
will take place at Petone Library from
19th August for two weeks. Artwork can
be created by an individual or by a group
of friends. If you are interested, contact
Makiko at moromaki@hotmail.com.

Hutt Stemm Festival

HUTT
STEMM FESTIVAL

o

The Hutt STEMM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, Mathematics and
Manufacturing) Festival provides the
opportunity to promote and celebrate
the world-class work occurring in our city
and inform people on how they can
develop their own STEMM skills. From
learning about exciting new technologies
like 3D printing and artificial intelligence,
practical skills like coding, sustainable
living and far more, there is something
for everyone happening all over the Hutt
throughout the month of May. Click here
to see which amazing events and
workshops are happening and when.
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